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privileged State Church gradually makes the
position of the reforming Ministers untenable by
blocking some of their most important measures,
luring away their ablest men, and exciting popular
bigotry against the faithful remnant. Yet even so
progress is not arrested. For the reactionists
defeat their own ends by placing in power a great
middle class administrator, who, in his heart,
despises the views that he affects to share. Free
Trade, long advocated by the philosophical
Radicals, finally triumphs under his direction,
and the new Conservatism, like the old Toryism, is
ruined by his desertion.

Free Trade only gives a triumphant popular
expression to a new and peculiar phase of thought,
a movement of temporary alienation from the State
as such, a more or less declared hostility to all
Sovereignty. For many years before the abolition
of the Corn Laws, the main current of English
Liberalism has flowed in other than political
channels ; and, indeed, a tendency shows itself all
round to seek elsewhere than in the political
conflicts of the day for the supreme interests of life,
demanding on their behalf complete immunity from
State control. A band of Oxford scholars, resent-
ing Parliamentary interference with the Irish
Church Establishment, assert the right of the
Anglican Church to determine her own doctrine
and discipline, and to preside over the spiritual
destinies of the nation, by virtue of a divine com-
mission handed down from the Apostles. A host
of Presbyterian enthusiasts, casting away the bonds
of lay patronage, unite in a new community
supported by voluntary contributions. On the